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Bayside

BRIEFS:

The publishers of this newspaper do not accept poetry and
will not publish it. This is because any time a paper prints a
poem, about 10,000 people send in their own poems, expect-
ing them to be printed. Each of these people whose poems are
not printed are then deeply offended, and swear a Sicilian
blood-oath vendetta against the paper.

We are going to print this one poem, because it’s appropriate.
But make no mistake, we cannot get into the poetry business,
and if you send poems, we will not print them. This is a one-
shot deal.

‘Twas The Night Before lke

Twas the night before Ike,I was home with the spouse
A storm surge was waiting To tear down my house
Reports from the TV said evacuate far

We packed up our life and drove off in the car

The sun started setting , the water would rise

7 to 12 feet, it was all a surprise

Stayed at a friends house, tossed and turned in their bed
While visions of devastation danced in our head
The moon on the bay, the breast of a wave

Gave luster to everything we couldn’t save.

When what to my wondering eye should appear

Not FEMA to help the community here

To the top of the roof we spelled it out clear

Save us god dammit were stranded up here

More rapid than eagles the churches they came
MRE’s , Ice and Jesus, I knew them by name.

And then in a twinkling we heard on the bay

San Leon Fire Department here to save the day.

A bundle of rope on their back like a mound

They threw you a line so you wouldn’t drown

The Swat Team was stationed, looters to greet

ID’s were required to enter your street

Clean up was nasty, the grass has turned brown

A stench worse than death had filled our small town
All this destruction with Christmas so near

As San Leon rebuilds without FEMA here

As we spring to our sleigh to our team give a yell
San Leon will live on, and FEMA can go to hell.

Santa to Make Special Appearance in San Leon
Santa Claus, live and in person, all the way from the North
Pole, will be making special live appearances on Saturday,
Dec 20th thru Christmas Eve, from 4 till 8 in the evening,
on the spectacularly Christmas lighted grounds of the San
Leon House, at 406 12th Street in San Leon, across from
the San Leon Volunteer Fire Department Building.

Dwane Caldwell, spokesman for the San Leon House,
stated, "Santa contacted us, after Hurricane Ike, stating that
the good folks of San Leon and all the well-behaved chil-
dren might need a little extra boost to get into that Christ-
mas Spirit. We are delighted that Santa has chosen the San
Leon House for his landing and special appearances."

The San Leon House has also contacted the United States
Post Office and has established a Mailbox for Santa, on the
grounds of the San Leon House.

The San Leon house will also be providing Christmas din-
ners for seniors — please see page 12 of this issue for full
details — or if you would like to help make Christmas spe-
cial this year in San Leon.
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But, amply illustrating the opinion of many
that FEMA “doesn’t give a damn about San
Leon”, the FEMA representatives decided
not to show up.

Unfortunately, most people did not know
they had cancelled, and so they took off
work or changed their plans in order to be
there.

This newspaper is at a loss as to what we
should advise our readers. There is no sense |
in writing to your congressman, Dr. Ron
Paul, since he adamantly opposes using
FEMA money or any other public funds to
assist in disaster recovery. Dr. Paul voted
against federal funding for Hurricane lke
victims in Texas.

One thing we have said since the first issue
we printed after Ike — do not expect any
help, and you won’t be disappointed. What
our citizens are telling the newspaper is that |
the insurance companies are denying claims
they ought to pay; that FEMA is giving

FEMA a No-Show at community meeting

It seemed like everybody in San Leon was anxiously awaiting the meeting scheduled for Saturday, December 5th at
Gingers. Most of us had a lot of questions, particularly Steve Hoyland Sr., the editor of this paper. In fact, the paper
would have been printed and distributed on Thursday, December 3rd if the FEMA meeting had not been scheduled. But
we held off, because there are a lot of questions that we were expecting to get answers to.
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money to people who didn’t lose anything in the storm, while denying assistance to those who suffered the most, and that
there is a plan afoot to move a bunch of people from Galveston’s public housing projects into a giant trailer park where the

Redfish Farm used to be on Bayshore Drive.

I have read the official study FEMA conducted regarding the Redfish Farm site. It proposes that 1,000 people from Cham-
bers County be relocated the Bacliff site. Now, we have been assured by County Commissioner Pat Doyle that this is not
what is going to happen. Pat says that San Leon and Bacliff people will be first in line, followed by displaced folks from
Bayou Vista and Freddiesville. | really hope that is the case. There are still hundreds of homeless people in San Leon. The
problem is, many of them have been rejected by FEMA, so | can’t see how they are going to get a trailer from the agency that
rejected them. I’ve spoke to people who were unemployed and living with someone else before the storm, and who got
$2,000 from FEMA., Others who lost everything were denied help because they didn’t have all of the documents FEMA re-
quired. It’s hard to find those pay stubs after 9 feet of water go through the house.

There are a lot of numbers floating around. The best guess | can offer is that 60-80% of people in San Leon who have ap-
plied to FEMA for help have been turned down. The whole experience is disheartening to people who have already lost their

home, job, and in most cases their vehicles.

This “emergency agency” is a disaster in and of itself. It has managed to mess up every single task it has been given since its’
inception. They’ve bungled Katrina, Rita, and now Ike. And they have insulted the good folks of San Leon by breaking their
promise to at least show up and talk with us. They are the epitome of a broken government.

League City Gone to the Dogs?

The League City Council voted four yes and three no in a close vote last week for a dog park. They will be turning several
acres across from the Police Station on Walker Street into a canine carnival. This dog park will cost $377,000 of the taxpay-
ers money. With the ongoing economic recession and all of the layoffs in Galveston County it’s nice to know that a few dogs
will have a safe place to run and crap. This dog park will have dog toys and exercise equipment to keep your canine happy,

toned and buff.

The County offered to pay for a dog park in two or three years, but League City just couldn’t wait that long. | asked the
mayor of League City how she would have voted on this dog park. She said she would have voted no. “It is ridiculous to
spend that kind of money for a few dogs and dog owners. What we really need is a park for special-needs children.”

When this park opens next year anyone in Galveston County can bring their dog to League City to take a dump in their com-
munity. They will even furnish you with gloves and a poop bag. Some of you League City residents sitting in standstill traf-
fic at 5 in the afternoon may think the money would be better spent on League City’s horrendous traffic. | asked my City
source why the traffic problem is not their top priority. They did not have an answer.

Back to the dog park. This park will be divided into two sections. A big dog park and a little dog park. | was sitting at a

beer joint with my fishing buddies yesterday
and we were wondering how they decide
which dog went where. Maybe your dog walks
up to a sign with a line on it and words that say
if you are above this line you may enter the big
dog park. Or maybe they weigh your dog.

Maybe they just let the dog decide for himself. g

I love League City. Several times a year their
city council gives the rest of the County some-
thing to laugh about. It makes the people in the
unincorporated areas glad that we don’t have
to live like that. Here’s a question: Why didn’t
League City put in water and sewer lines and
offer the destitute folks from Hurricane Ike a
place to put their FEMA trailers? | am person-
ally glad that they are going to build a dog park
in League City. I’m going to take my old lab
“Geddy-boy” over there and learn him how to
play tennis. Thank you League City for giving
us Hurricane victims something to smile about
during these hard times. .

The best thing abcit League City using the land across from the Police Station
for a Doggy Park? At least they didn’t just give the*land away to some subdivi-
~sSion dTIoper in exchange for campaign contributions.




