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Bayside 

BRIEFS: 
Disbarred Attorney Leonard Cruse Pleads 

Guilty before Visiting Judge  

Leonard Cruse, once a high-flying personal injury attorney 
and Mayor of League City, and more recently fired as a 
swearing substitute teacher, has admitted that he took 
money that had been awarded to his clients and spent it. 

A source has told the Seabreeze that much of the money 
was gambled away. 

Cruse, 68, made his plea before State District Judge David 
Walker of Lufkin in Galveston’s 56th District Court. 
Walker was asked to preside because all of the local judges 
have had prior dealings with Cruse, and did not want any 
appearance of conflict of interest. 

Authorities charged that Cruse had stolen at least $100,000 
and perhaps twice that amount. He is facing a possible 
prison sentence of 20 years and fines up to $10,000, in ad-
dition to restitution. A hearing in July will decide what the 
punishment will be. 

Less than two years ago, Cruse made headlines when he 
was given a stint as a substitute teacher at the High School 
in League City. On October 23 of 2007 Cruse was arrested 
at Clear Creek High School and literally dragged off cam-
pus. He was charged with disorderly conduct and with us-
ing profanities directed at a student. 

For his part, Cruse denied any wrongdoing, saying that the 
alleged profanity he uttered was “ass” and that it is a Bibli-
cal term. He publicly and angrily demanded an apology 
from the school district, which immediately fired him. 

As a personal injury attorney, Leonard Cruse made national 

headlines in 2003 in a lawsuit against McDonald’s filed on 

behalf of a cancer patient who claimed to have been given a 

pepper-laced breakfast burrito. 

In our November 2nd issue of 2004, the Seabreeze News 

was first to break the story that Cruse was the subject of an 

investigation by the Texas Bar Association.  

Allegations were made by clients that Cruse had converted 

hundreds of thousands in settlement money to his own use. 

A source close to the story told the Seabreeze that Cruse 

had gambled much of the money away in casinos.  

The Seabreeze requested records from the Bar Association, 

but was given the run-around.  As we reported at the time, 

the attorneys seem to look out for one another, and they 

didn’t immediately seek warrants. If Leonard had been able 

to put the money back during all of this foot dragging and 

delays, he might have gotten off with a reprimand on a 

piece of paper – and might still be chasing ambulances. 

It took nearly two years for the long arm of the law to fi-

nally reach out to touch Leonard Cruse. In June of 2007, 

Cruse was indicted on criminal charges. The charges 

were filed only at the vehement insistence of one of his for-

mer clients. Cruse was disbarred on July 10, 2005, and sus-

pended from practicing law. His clients and accounts were 

turned over to other attorneys. Some of them have never 

been paid, and probably never will be. 
 

MORE NEWS INSIDE 

Gun-toting thugs in shooting, 
brutal beatdown on 18th Street 

Four out-of-towners here to make money off of the damages caused by Hurricane Ike have worn out their welcomes in 
San Leon, and been locked up in the County Jail after what witnesses say was a horrific attempt to commit a murder on 
18th Street in (usually) peaceful San Leon last month. 

On June 8, at approximately 8 pm, 
Gary Cooper was standing on a neigh-
bor’s porch on 18th Street in San 
Leon. Across the street, four rowdy 
men came tumbling out of the 18th 
Street Bar. The four were reportedly 
yelling and screaming at each other.  
Gary thought they were about to fight. 
He yelled across to them and told 
them to calm down and keep the noise 
down, that this was a residential 
neighborhood. 

As soon as this occurred, two of the 
men immediately started running 
straight at Cooper.  The other two got 
into a pickup truck and drove toward 
him.  Of the two running at him, the 
first one pulled out a pistol and 
started shooting at Cooper, with two 
bullets whizzing past him into his 
neighbor’s house. The man fired five 
times, as the second man also pro-
duced a pistol and fired seven rounds 
at him. Although both of these mis-
creants had pistols, neither one appar-
ently knew how to shoot, since they 
kept missing.  

Meanwhile, the other two men then 
got out of their truck and came into 
the driveway to confront Cooper.  The 
older of the two had his fist cocked 
and was coming at Gary wanting to 
fight.  He stepped up to Gary and 
Gary hit him.  While they were scuf-
fling in the driveway, one of the other 
men hit Gary in the back of the head 
with a pistol, rendering him senseless.  

One of the neighbors who witnessed 
the attack said, “One man was holding 
a pistol on Gary while the other three 
stomped the s—– out of him.” That 
neighbor called police at the first gun-
shot and Deputies arrived in about 
three minutes.  The neighbor said, 
“Thank God the police were just a few 
blocks away when this happened.”  
One of the neighbors who watched 
what happened stated that if police 
would have arrived only a few min-
utes later the four men would have 
surely killed Cooper.  

One of the shooters had already been 
arrested in Montgomery County for 
aggravated robbery with a weapon, and was out on 
bond. He was sentenced last week to 30 years in 
prison for that robbery. One of the others involved in 
the attack is awaiting trial for breaking and entering, 
while a third was wanted for a felony parole violation. 
It was told to this reporter by neighbors that all four 
of these men were employed as construction workers 
or contractors by the 18th Street Bar and Pier.   

The victim, Gary Cooper, suffered thirty-seven 
stitches in his head, a broken nose, two broken ribs 
and a punctured lung.  All of this for simply saying 
hold the noise down you are in a neighborhood.   

All four were detained by Deputy Lopez as they at-
tempted to leave the scene. Hats off to Lopez, this 
was a dangerous situation that was handled in a cool 
professional manner.  

All 4 were arrested at the scene and taken to jail. 
Bonds for Dustin J. Blasdell, 23; Brandon S. Blas-
dell, 22; and Christopher Fisk, 22; all of Porter; and 
Randy Bentrup, 58, of Galveston were set at 
$100,000 each on charges of aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon.                                          (STEVE) 

Clockwise from top left: Dustin Blasdell (23), Brandon Blasdell (22), Randy 
Bentrup (58), and Christopher Fisk, 22. The three younger fellows are from 
Porter, Texas. Bentrup is from Galveston. Witnesses say the four men brutally 
assaulted a San Leon man at gunpoint on 18th Street. 
Deputy Lopez stopped these four as they attempted to leave the scene of the at-
tack. As it turned out there was an armed robber, an accused burglar, and a fu-
gitive among them.. Victim Gary Cooper, below, after the attack. Police initially 
believed he had been shot, but the gang apparently couldn’t shoot straight. 


