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Bayside 

BRIEFS: 
The Long Arm of the BP Law in Texas City 

An Austin news photographer says he was detained by Texas 
City Police and Federal authorities and interrogated after he was 
seen taking photographs of the sign seen at right. 
Lance Rosenfield was dispatched to Texas City on July 2nd to 
take photos to be used in a P.B.S. story.  After Rosenfield pho-
tographed the sign from public property, he says he was fol-
lowed a brief distance to a Valero Gas Station by a BP Security 

vehicle. At the gas station, two 
police vehicles suddenly appeared 
and blocked him in. 
According to Rosenfield, Texas 
City Police Officer T. Kreitmeyer 
told him he had a right to examine 
any photos taken near the refin-
ery. In fact Kreitmeyer threatened 
to arrest Rosenfield if he did not 
comply. 
Rosenfield complied, and officer 
Kreitmeyer then asked for and 
received Rosenfield’s name, birth 
date, Social Security number, ad-
dress, telephone number, and 
other vital statistics. 

The BP Security guard then asked Rosenfield for the same in-
formation, but Rosenfield refused, saying “I declined because 
he is a corporate security guard and I had already given it to the 
police.” However, the BP guard then asked Kreitmeyer for the 
same information, and the police officer gave it to him. 
When Rosenfield protested that this was not legal, he was told 
that it is “standard procedure”. The BP Security officer, accord-
ing to Rosenfield, was wearing a badge identifying him as 
“Gary Stief, BP Security”. 
At this point, Lance Rosenfield takes up the tale: 
“They both told me they would call Homeland Security FBI 
agent Tom Robison to come down and explain it, as if that were 
a threat to me. I said I didn't think that was necessary but Offi-
cer Krietemeyer called Mr. Robison anyway and handed me the 
phone, which I didn't ask for, but my natural reaction was to 
take the phone. They had already spoken to Mr. Robison when 
they arrived; when he got on the phone he asked what my prob-
lem is. I told him I didn't understand why BP was getting my 
information, but he had it anyway and we were starting to wrap 
up here. He said, ‘Oh no you're not, you're staying right there 
until I get there.’ This was obviously a scare tactic. 
“Mr. Robison arrived several minutes later and asked what my 
problem was. His demeanor was aggressive and antagonistic. I 
repeated myself, in a respectful manner. He aggressively ex-
plained that a refinery like this is a terrorist target and any time 
people take pictures of it, they have to investigate. 
“He asked who I was working for. I said I'm a freelance photo-
journalist on assignment. I then felt like Mr. Robison and Mr. 
Stief, the BP guard, started harassing me, primarily by keeping 
me there and talking to me in an aggressive and antagonistic 
manner, and relating what I had done to terrorist activity, ig-
noring what had actually happened. 
“Mr. Robison twice asked Officer Krietemeyer if had he re-
viewed the pictures carefully and concluded there was no 
threat, to which Officer Krietemeyer said yes. Mr. Robison 
seemed to be shaky with adrenaline; he was clearly worked up. 
“Stief said he was ready to go so the group broke up quickly. 
I shook all three men's hands. 
I'm guessing the whole thing lasted 20 to 30 minutes.”  

BP admits to unprecedented release of  
deadly chemicals into air at TC refinery 
Starting on April 6th, and continuing through the next 40 consecutive days until May 16th, BP now admits that they illegally 
released over 500,000 pounds of chemicals into the air of Texas City and surrounding communities. This included 8.5 tons 
of cancer-causing benzine, 18.5 tons of nitrous oxides (a respiratory supertoxin), and 93 tons of carbon monoxide – report-
edly the equivalent production of about 100,000-200,000 cars idling 24/7 for 40 days straight. 

The full scope of the 
reported numbers:  

Texas City has about 
40,000 people living in 
the city limits. During a 
40 day period, BP admits 
giving each person in the 
city the following dosage:  

A half pound of benzine, 
over one pound of nitrous 
oxides, and about five 
pounds of deadly carbon 
monoxide. Add 6 pounds 
of other toxins for a total 
of over 12 pounds of tox-
ins per person. Bake 
THAT in a cake and see 
how fast you are dead.  

But it gets worse. 

You see, the numbers 
above are BPs own num-
bers. They were issued at 
a time when BP was also 
saying the Gulf oil spill 
was leaking about 1,000 
gallons per day. It turns 
out that the actual leakage 
is 100 times that number. 

If BPs methodology of 
deciding how much 
chemicals they released 
in Texas City is in any 
way similar to their pol-
icy of underreporting at 

the Deepwater Horizon, site, then they may have actually released 100 times the amount they have admitted to.  

That’s 1,200 pounds of poison for every man, woman, and child in Texas City. 

During the first two weeks of May, business picked up at the Mainland Hospital emergency room. According to a nursing 
supervisor the place was overwhelmed with people having respiratory trouble. Many were hospitalized, many more were 
referred elsewhere for treatment. Meanwhile, all of the local Walmart, Walgreen, and CVS stores sold completely out of 
over-the-counter asthma inhalers. Reports of asthma attacks, chest pains, “bad” smells in the air, colds, and people feeling 
like they were unable to breathe were apparently common for a few weeks coinciding with the release of toxins. 

How dangerous are these chemicals?  

According to environmental activist Sean Crandall, the 40 day incident rises to the level of homicide. 

“There will be a death toll. People who wouldn’t have gotten cancer will come down with symptoms in a year or two. 
There’s no way of knowing how many will die as a direct result of this event, but you can be sure that people will die. You 
can’t release that much poison without killing people” Crandall said, adding “it should be treated as a criminal event.” 

How and why did BP release these chemicals?  

On April 6th, BP says the hydrogen compressor “went offline” (stopped trapping dangerous chemicals and recycling them 
into fuel). The decision was made to keep on making gasoline and simply re-route the gases to a 300 foot flare, where they 
were burned into fine particles with propane and entered the atmosphere. The unit kept earning $600,000 a day while that 
compressor was broken and toxins were being released in staggering numbers. The amount of toxins released was greater 
than that which occurred in the Bhopal tragedy of 1984. After searching, I cannot find a single larger release of toxins into 
the air anywhere in the world, with the exception of BPs other problem in the Gulf, which has a serious methane problem. 
This went on week after week as April turned to May. Finally, on May 16th, the compressor was fixed, and life went on. 

A state of denial: BP says they didn’t even know there was a problem. According to Mike Marr at BP, it wasn’t until June 
4th, while analyzing data, that there was a “Holy Cow” moment, and someone suddenly realized that something very bad had 
occurred. That’s when they decided to tell the State of Texas and came up with the numbers and got their stories all straight. 

The company denies knowing that any of this was happening until after the fact. Plant workers (who understandably won’t 
allow us to publish their names)  tell a different tale. One told me: “Everybody noticed that flare in June, it looked different, 
I was thinking this is not good.” Another says: “This is really about bonuses and production. There’s no way they could not 
know what they were letting out. There’s all kinds of dials and gauges. Somebody in charge decided to bypass the compres-
sor and just burn it off and keep things rolling. It’s a business decision.” 

No news is good news: Of course, this historic release of deadly toxins was not given any significant coverage by the local 
television stations, the Houston Chronicle, or the Galveston Daily News. All of them make money off of  BP and would 
never do anything to offend them. That’s why you are probably first hearing about this in the Seabreeze, unless you saw a 
short rewrite of BPs own press release, which downplayed the event and portrayed it as insignificant. According to Texas 
City Emergency Management Coordinator Bruce Clawson, the city was kept completely in the dark about the event until it 
was all over with. The city has asked BP to explain, but there has been no known response. 

More numbers: In the refining industry, standard guidelines assume that a minimum of 2% of what goes up a flare escapes 
unburned. However, the UK’s National Physical Laboratory recently conducted a test at BP’s Texas City flare and reported 
that the flare in question was operating at about 50% efficiency, 25 times the number used by the industry in their estimates.  

This would make the total toxic emission about 300 pounds of toxins for every living soul in Texas City during that 40 days. 
It’s likely that figure is the most accurate of all, and it far exceeds all deadly levels. 

Of course, the tragedy unfolding in the Gulf has dominated the news recently, but the recent unprecedented and apparently 
intentional actions of BP during this fateful 40 days are likely to haunt our communities for a long time. 

We need jobs, but the fact that BP provides employment gives them no right to intentionally poison us.                     GATOR 

If you have a camera, and are caught snapping pictures in the vicinity of the Texas City BP Plant, be 
prepared to deal with the Bureau of Homeland Security and the Texas City Police Department. This 
is not being done to protect the facility against terrorists, but to protect BP from legitimate journal-
ists and the public right to know. – see sidebar for more  

Photographer Lance Rosenfield  


